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This Response is submitted in response to the Office Action mailed January 3, 2005. 

The Election/Restriction Requirement raised in the Office Action of November 16, 2004 
is respectfully traversed for the following reasons. 

In accordance with MPEP 806.04(f), the claims to be restricted to different species must 
be mutually exclusive. The general test as to when claims are restricted to different species is the 
fact that one claim recites limitations which under the disclosure are found in a first species but 
not in a second, while a second claim recites limitations disclosed only for the second species 
and not the first. 

However, the present Election/Restriction Requirement restricts claims, which are not 
mutually exclusive, to different species. 
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For example, the Requirement restricts claims 6, 7 to one set of species, and claims 11-17 
to another set of species. However, under the disclosure, limitations of claims 11-17 do not 
exclude limitations of claims 6, 7. 

Further, claims 32 and 33 are restricted to different species. However, under the 
disclosure, limitations of these claims are not mutually exclusive. 

Therefore, the withdrawal of the Election/Restriction Requirement is respectfully 
requested. 

However, noting the Office Action wherein election/restriction has been required, 
Applicant hereby elects Group IM (claims 1, 3, 4, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 34, 35, 36) for prosecution in the above-identified application. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is hereby 
made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, including 
extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 500417 and please credit any excess fees to such deposit 
account. 
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